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The Western Renaissance

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6   

1945-1968 - A Whole New World

Unit 7, Class 2 & 3

Purpose: Does Money unite or divide?

Part One: Picture Interpretation

Part !ree: France and Germany: A friendship long in the making
Section A: Interpretation
After reading the caption and examine the etching, assess the Franco-German relationship.

            Comments:
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Section B: Timeline of Relationships
Place the years of conflict on the timeline.  !en assess the state of Franco-German relations in 1945.
Predict the relationship between France and Germany based the information presented above.

1625 1650 1675 1700 1725 1750 1775 1800 1825 1850 1875 1900 1925 1950

1625 1650 1675 1700 1725 1750 1775 1800 1825 1850 1875 1900 1925 1950

 1. !irty Years War (Phase 4) 1635-1648
 2. Franco-Dutch War 1672-1678
 3. War of the Grand Alliance 1688-1697
 4. War of Spanish Succession 1701-1714
 5. War of Spanish Succession 1740-1748
 6. Seven Years War 1756-1763

 7. War of the First Coalition 1792-1797
 8. Napoleonic Wars 1799-1814
 9. Franco-Prussian War 1971
 10. !e Great War 1914-1918
 11. World War II 1939-1945

1 2

Section C: Post WWII France
In a group, examine the 4 documents below.  !en, after reporting, summarize the political develop-
ments in France in the 1950’s.
Excerpt 1: !e Fourth Republic

  !e French Fourth Republic was the republican government of France between 
1946 and 1958, governed by the fourth republican constitution. It was in many ways a re-
vival of the !ird Republic, which was in place before World War II, and su"ered many of 
the same problems. France adopted the constitution of the Fourth Republic on 13 October 
1946.
  !e Fourth Republic saw an era of great economic growth in France and the re-
building of the nation’s social institutions and industry after the war, and played an im-
portant part in the development of the process of European integration which changed 
the continent permanently. !e greatest accomplishments of the Fourth Republic were in 
social reform and economic development. In 1946, the government established a compre-
hensive social security system that assured unemployment insurance, disability and old-
age pensions, and medical care to all citizens.
  Some attempts were also made to strengthen the executive branch of govern-
ment to prevent the unstable situation that had existed before the war, but the instability 
remained and the Fourth Republic saw frequent changes in government – there were 20 
governments in ten years. Additionally, the government proved unable to make e"ective 
decisions regarding decolonization. As a result, the Fourth Republic collapsed and what 
some critics considered to be a de facto coup d’état, subsequently legitimized by a referen-
dum on 5 October 1958, led to the establishment of the Fifth Republic in 1959.
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Excerpt 2: !e Constitution of the Fifth Republic
PREAMBLE
 !e French people solemnly proclaim their attachment to the Rights of Man and the 
principles of national sovereignty as defined by the Declaration of 1789, confirmed and 
complemented by the Preamble to the Constitution of 1946, and to the rights and duties as 
defined in the Charter for the Environment of 2004.
 By virtue of these principles and that of the self-determination of peoples, the Republic 
o"ers to the overseas territories which have expressed the will to adhere to them new insti-
tutions founded on the common ideal of liberty, equality and fraternity and conceived for 
the purpose of their democratic development.
Article 1.
 France shall be an indivisible, secular, democratic and social Republic. It shall ensure the 
equality of all citizens before the law, without distinction of origin, race or religion. It shall 
respect all beliefs. It shall be organized on a decentralised basis.
 Statutes shall promote equal access by women and men to elective o#ces and posts as 
well as to position of professional and social responsibility.
 
ON SOVEREIGNTY
Article 2.
!e language of the Republic shall be French.
!e national emblem shall be the blue, white and red tricolour flag.
!e national anthem shall be La Marseillaise.
!e maxim of the Republic shall be “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”.
!e principle of the Republic shall be: government of the people, by the people and for the people.
Article 3.
National sovereignty shall vest in the people, who shall exercise it through their represen-
tatives and by means of referendum.
No section of the people nor any individual may arrogate to itself, or to himself, the exer-
cise thereof.
Su"rage may be direct or indirect as provided for by the Constitution. It shall always be 
universal, equal and secret.
All French citizens of either sex who have reached their majority and are in possession of 
their civil and political rights may vote as provided for by statute.

Excerpt 3: Indochina and France
  !e French were over-committed to a traditional imperial system in 1946. !ey 
had commitments in North Africa, Indochina, Syria, Lebanon, and sub-Saharan Africa. 
Instead of moving to reduce or renegotiate the nature of these commitments, the French 
army clung to the old imperial ideal. French politicians were divided about the value of the 
empire, but there were strong beliefs that France would su"er a serious economic decline 
without an empire. In addition, the idea was still widespread that France would not be a 
“great power” without an empire.
  Part of the blame lay with the allies of France, chief among them the United States. 
!e Americans saw French imperial obligations as part of a broader cold war struggle 
against communism, and paid seventy-eight percent of France’s financial burden in In-
dochina. !e Americans were not entirely mistaken. Ho Chi Minh was a Communist, as 
the French well knew. It was absurd to argue that Ho Chi Minh was a simple nationalist 
when his PCF activities went back to 1921. But it also was absurd to pretend that a weak-
ened France could crush a communist movement by itself. !e French war in Indochina 
(1946-1954) was not without a degree of success. But the relative risk-gain ratio favored 
the Viet Minh, not the French. Still, the French army was willing to fight under di#cult 
circumstances. Inevitably, a colonial war is a war of fixed positions. !e turning point of 
the French e"ort—the siege of Dien Bien Phu (November 20, 1953 until May 7, 1954)—was 
a classic battle of encirclement by the Viet Minh. As General de Castries said on his arrival 
in Indochina, “I left the world of Greek-Latin Christian civilization to come to the land of 
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the Red termites.” After the defeat at Dien Bien Phu, a conventional war was no longer sup-
portable. Pierre Mendes-France began working seriously on the Geneva agreements and 
the broader issue of decolonization. !e Geneva agreements divided Indochina into North 
and South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. Elections for a unified Vietnam were set for July 
1956. !e South Vietnamese refused to sign these accords. !e elections were never held. 
American and South Vietnamese leaders feared communist subversion of the electoral 
process and believed that a fraudulent election would be a communist landslide.
http://www-student.unl.edu/cis/hist101w03/online_course/unit3/lsn17-tp12.html

Excerpt 4: !e Algerian Crisis War for Independence and the Fall of the Fourth Republic
  On November 1, 1954, an even more serious imperial crisis developed for France. 
Algeria had been a French possession since 1830. As part of metropolitan France, Algeria 
was not a colony at all. !e French settlers (colons) were permanent residents and French 
citizens. !e 1.5 million colons were the elite of Algeria. Algerian Arabs were discriminat-
ed against by the colons, although they were also full citizens of France. !ere were three 
“Arab” independence movements for an independent Arab Algeria. Two were peaceful and 
wanted autonomy and federation with France rather than complete independence and an 
“Arabized” Algeria. In 1954, an Algerian Arab (and ex-French army sergeant major) named 
Ahmed Ben Bella founded the Front de Lib$ration Nationale (FLN) in Cairo, Egypt. Much 
more radical than earlier movements and willing to accept the use of force to achieve 
Algerian independence, the FLN was also a Pan-Arab political movement sponsored by 
Egypt’s President Nasser. !e moderate pro-French independence organization was called 
the Algerian National Movement (MNA).  An estimated six hundred Algerian Arabs were 
killed by FLN or MNA terrorists in France in 1956 and 1957. !e FLN also attacked French 
security forces and police in France and Algeria. 
  By 1958, French political life was in chaos. Many French politicians were willing 
to concede independence to the Algerians to stop the violence. To avoid a “sellout,” the 
French army seized power in Algeria on May 13, 1958, and a coup in France seemed likely. 
On May 15, 1958, General De Gaulle emerged from retirement. He declared himself ready 
Coty, o"ered De Gaulle the premiership for six months. 
  De Gaulle was the only man who was trusted by the army and colons, many of 
whom thought he would crush the Algerians. When it became apparent that De Gaulle was 
primarily interested in creating a new governmental system under a Fifth Republic, many 
people became worried. !e new constitution provided for a strong president, and no one 
doubted who the strong president would be. 
Meanwhile, the Algerian crisis worsened. To prevent a sellout at the hands of De Gaulle, 
the Secret Army Organization (OAS) was formed. !is right-wing army within an army 
was led by serving French army o#cers. !e idea was to win the Algerian War at all costs; 
a revolt against De Gaulle or his assassination were possible OAS goals should De Gaulle 
lose Algeria.
  De Gaulle planned to o"er certain reforms to Algerian Arabs, but he also o"ered 
negotiations. With great cunning, De Gaulle stressed that he would never accept a dimi-
nution of French sovereignty over Algeria at the same time that he moved steadily toward 
Algerian independence. In 1960 and 1961, the OAS was responsible for two serious revolts, 
but De Gaulle rode them out. In July 1962, he o"ered a referendum on independence in 
Algeria. On July 5, 1962, Algeria became independent.
http://www-student.unl.edu/cis/hist101w03/online_course/unit3/lsn17-tp12.html
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Reference Maps:
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Section D: Post WWII Germany -- the West
In a group, examine the 4 documents below.  !en, after reporting, summarize the political develop-
ments in Germany in the 1950’s.

Excerpt 1: !e Basic Law
 !e political system of the Federal Republic of Germany represents the second democratic 
system in German history. At the Parliamentary Council when designing the new constitu-
tion, the Basic Law, the founders of the Federal Republic took into account the lessons that 
had been learned from the failure of the first democracy, namely the Weimar Republic, and 
the Nazi dictatorship. !e Federal Republic of Germany was born from the ashes of World 
War II. And in 1949 democracy was established only in the Western section of a Germany 
that had been divided into two states. Yet the Basic Law, although originally intended as a 
temporary solution, stated that its goal was reunification “in free self-determination”.
  !e second German democracy turned out to be a success. !ere were several rea-
sons for this, among which were the value placed on a way of life based on the principle of 
liberty following the dictatorship and a striving for acceptance by the country’s democratic 
neighbors. But the Basic Law also had its role to play in the success. In 1990, when 40 years 
of German division came to an end, the Basic Law was adopted as the constitution of a 
united Germany.
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 !e Basic Law determines that Germany is a constitutional state: All state authorities are 
subject to judicial control. Section 1 of the Basic Law is of particular relevance. It stipulates 
that respect for human dignity is the most important aspect of the constitution: “Human 
dignity shall be inviolable. To respect and protect it shall be the duty of all state authority.” 
Among other things, the other basic rights guarantee the freedom to act within the law, 
equality before the law, freedom of the press and media, freedom of association and pro-
tection of the family.
  In determining that it is the people who exercise power through special bodies, the 
Basic Law lays down representative democracy as the form of rulership. Furthermore, it 
determines that Germany is a constitutional state: All state authorities are subject to ju-
dicial control. Another principle of the constitution is that Germany is a federal state, in 
other words the ruling authorities are divided up into a number of member states and the 
central state. In conclusion, the Basic Law defines Germany as a welfare state. !e welfare 
state requires the political system to take precautions such that people are guaranteed a 
decent standard of material well-being in case of unemployment, disability, illness and in 
old age. One particular feature of the Basic Law is the so-called “eternal character” of these 
governing constitutional principles. Subsequent alterations to the Basic Law or a complete-
ly new constitution cannot encroach on the basic rights, the democratization of sovereign-
ty, the federal state and the welfare state.
http://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/en/political-system/main-content-04/the-state-the-legal-system-and-the-citizens.html

Excerpt 2: Adenauer
 !e figure who dominated West Germany’s politics in its first two decades was Kon-
rad Adenauer, a politician totally committed to restoring his country to an honored place 
among nations. He saw little likelihood that the Soviet occupation of East Germany would 
soon end; hence, he sought to build a strong West Germany firmly attached to the West-
ern community of parliamentary democracies. As president of the Parliamentary Council, 
Adenauer had played a leading role in the process of finalizing and passing the Basic Law in 
1949.
 One of Adenauer’s main goals was regaining his country’s sovereignty. Although the 
Basic Law gave full legislative, executive, and judicial powers to the new FRG and its Län-
der , certain powers were reserved for the occupying authorities. !e Occupation Statute, 
drawn up in April 1949 by the foreign ministers of the Four Powers, gave the occupation 
authorities the right to supervise the new state’s foreign policy, trade, and civil aviation, as 
well as the right, under special circumstances, to assume complete control over their own 
occupation zones.
 By means of another statute, the Ruhr Statute, likewise concluded in April 1949, the ad-
ministration of the resources and industrial potential of the Ruhr area was also kept under 
foreign control. In the past, the area had been a key element in the building of Germany’s 
military machine. France, in particular, sought safeguards against future threats to its na-
tional security by arranging the creation of the International Authority for the Ruhr, which, 
under the direction of France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, controlled the 
distribution of the area’s resources.
 In the spring of 1950, French foreign minister Robert Schuman recommended the 
creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) to revive European eco-
nomic cooperation and prevent future conflict between France and Germany. According to 
Schuman’s plan, countries willing to place their coal and steel industries under an indepen-
dent authority could join.
 Once again, Adenauer seized the opportunity to further integrate West Germany into 
Western Europe. Against the SPD’s strong opposition, the FRG entered into negotiations 
with France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Italy on the formation of the 
ECSC. Negotiations were successfully concluded in June 1952. !e ECSC superseded the 
International Authority for the Ruhr and laid the foundations of the future European Com-
munity. Adenauer’s conciliatory but resolute foreign policy also secured the admission in 
1951 of the FRG into the Council of Europe, a body established in May 1949 to promote 
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European ideals and principles.
http://motherearthtravel.com/history/germany/history-17.htm

Excerpt 3: German Rearmament
 !e outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 convinced Western leaders of the growing 
threat of international communism. !e United States began to encourage the Europeans-
-the FRG in particular--to contribute to their own defense. For Germany, five years after 
having lost the most devastating of all wars, this meant forming an army, a step unthink-
able for many Germans. Germany’s rearmament was also anathema to some of its neigh-
bors, especially France. As the Korean War continued, however, opposition to rearmament 
lessened within the FRG, and China’s entry in the war caused France to revise its negative 
position toward German rearmament.
 !e negotiations surrounding the planned rearmament of the FRG and the creation of 
the EDC provoked a Soviet countermeasure. After a second East German proposal for talks 
on a possible unification of the two Germanys failed because of the FRG’s demands for free 
elections in the GDR, the Soviet Union put forth a new proposal to the Western Allies in 
March 1952. !e Soviet Union would agree to German unification if the Oder-Neisse bor-
der were recognized as final and if a unified Germany were to remain neutral. If the pro-
posal were accepted, Allied troops would leave Germany within one year, and the country 
would obtain its full sovereignty.
 Although the o"er was directed to the Western Allies, its content was aimed directly at 
the West German public and aroused lively discussion about the country’s future. Adenau-
er was convinced, however, that even if the Soviet proposal were serious, an acceptance of 
the plan would mean Germany’s exclusion from the community of Western democracies 
and an uncertain future. Together with the Western Allies, which did not wish to act with-
out his consent, Adenauer continued to demand free elections supervised by the United 
Nations (UN) in all of Germany as a precondition for negotiations. !e Soviet Union de-
clined and abandoned its proposal. Adenauer was harshly criticized by the opposition for 
not having seized this opportunity for unification. As his impressive victory in the Bunde-
stag elections of 1953 clearly demonstrated, however, Adenauer had acted according to the 
wishes of the overwhelming majority of West Germans.
http://motherearthtravel.com/history/germany/history-17.htm

Excerpt 4: Dividing Berlin, Drawing the Line
Within a short period of time after the war, living conditions in West Germany and East 
Germany became distinctly di"erent. With the help and support of its occupying pow-
ers, West Germany set up a capitalist society and experienced such a rapid growth of their 
economy that it became known as the “economic miracle.” With hard work, individuals 
living in West Germany were able to live well, buy gadgets and appliances, and to travel as 
they wished.
 Nearly the opposite was true in East Germany. Since the Soviet Union had viewed their 
zone as a spoil of war, the Soviets pilfered factory equipment and other valuable assets 
from their zone and shipped them back to the Soviet Union. When East Germany became 
its own country, it was under the direct influence of the Soviet Union and thus a Commu-
nist society was established. In East Germany, the economy dragged and individual free-
doms were severely restricted.
 By the late 1950s, many people living in East Germany wanted out. No longer able to 
stand the repressive living conditions of East Germany, they would pack up their bags and 
head to West Berlin. Although some of them would be stopped on their way, hundreds of 
thousands of others made it across the border. Once across, these refugees were housed 
in warehouses and then flown to West Germany. Many of those who escaped were young, 
trained professionals. By the early 1960s, East Germany was rapidly losing both its labor 
force and its population.
 Having already lost 2.5 million people by 1961, East Germany desperately needed to 
stop this mass exodus. !e obvious leak was the easy access East Germans had to West 
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Berlin. With the support of the Soviet Union, there had been several attempts to simply 
take over West Berlin in order to eliminate this exit point. Although the Soviet Union even 
threatened the United States with the use of nuclear weapons over this issue, the United 
States and other Western countries were committed to defending West Berlin.
 Desperate to keep its citizens, East Germany decided to build a wall to prevent them 
from crossing the border.
 Just past midnight on the night of August 12-13, 1961, trucks with soldiers and con-
struction workers rumbled through East Berlin. While most Berliners were sleeping, these 
crews began tearing up streets that entered into West Berlin, dug holes to put up concrete 
posts, and strung barbed wire all across the border between East and West Berlin. Tele-
phone wires between East and West Berlin were also cut. Berliners were shocked 
when they woke up that morning. What had once been a very fluid border was now rigid. 
No longer could East Berliners cross the border for operas, plays, soccer games, etc. No 
longer could the approximately 60,000 commuters head to West Berlin for well-paying 
jobs. No longer could families, friends, and lovers cross the border to meet their loved 
ones. Whichever side of the border one went to sleep on during the night of August 12, 
they were stuck on that side for decades.
http://history1900s.about.com/od/coldwa1/a/berlinwall.htm

Reference Pictures: !e Berlin Wall
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Part !ree: And the “small” shall lead the “big”
Section A: !e BeNeLux Union
Examine the excerpt below.  What role did these small countries 
play in the larger Unions of Europe?

!e Benelux is an economic and political union between 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. On 5 September 
1944, a treaty establishing the Benelux Customs Union was 
signed. It entered into force in 1948, and ceased to exist on 1 
November 1960, when it was replaced by the Benelux Eco-
nomic Union after a treaty signed in !e Hague on 3 Febru-
ary 1958. A Benelux Parliament was created in 1955.
!e Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) can be 
seen as the Benelux forerunner. BLEU was created by the 
treaty signed on 25 July 1921. It established a single market 
between both countries, while setting the Belgian franc and 
Luxembourgian franc at a fixed parity.

Section B: !e Schuman Doctrine
Summarize the Schuman Doctrine and hoe it manifested itself in Europe/

!e Schuman Declaration marked the true beginning of post-World War II Franco-German coop-
eration and the re-integration of West Germany into Western Europe. Konrad Adenauer, Chancel-
lor of West Germany, said of the declaration, “!at’s our breakthrough.” !e ECSC was created by 
the Treaty of Paris (1951) and on 18 April 1951, the leaders of the six member countries (including 
Schuman) signed the above-mentioned European Declaration stating that ‘marked the true foun-
dation of Europe.’ !e supranational Community as the fruit of the Declaration provided five still-
developing European democratic institutions: the European Commission, the European Parlia-
ment, the Consultative Committees (representing organised civil society), the Council of Ministers 
and the European Court of Justice.
!e resulting ECSC introduced a common, single steel and coal market, with freely set market 
prices, and without internal import/export duties or subsidies. !e success of ECSC led to further 
steps, foreseen by Schuman, being taken with the creation of the European Economic Community 
and the European Atomic Energy Community. !e two European Commissions of the latter Rome 
Treaties and the High Authority merged into a single European Commission in the 1960s. Further 
intergovernmental, (non-supranational), bodies and areas of activities were created leading to the 
creation of the European Union in 1993.
!e Declaration is viewed as one of the main founding events of the EU. In 1985, during Jacques 
Delors’s tenure as President of the European Commission, the leaders of the European Council met 
in Milan to decide upon ‘national’ symbols for the Community. !ey adopted those chosen by the 
Council of Europe previously but they changed the date of Europe Day from 5 May to 9 May, in 
commemoration of the Schuman Declaration (the day is now also known as Schuman Day).
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Part Four: Homework Check
Using the information provided in the homework and in this classwork, answer the question in terms of 
the traditional enmity between France and Germany.
1. How did the west organize itself politically and economically after the war? 
2. What was the result when Europeans turned from political to economic unity? Give a brief 
  chronological explanation. 
3. What helped lead to de-colonization, the collapse of European empire?

Section C: Map Interpretation
Summarize the development of a “united” Europe in the following maps. 


